
 

 

Café International Weekend Away 

Friday Evening 7th  – Sunday Lunchtime 9th June 2019 

What’s Going On? 

Come with us to beautiful South Wales for a weekend away with the 

volunteers from Café International. We will be going to Hebron Hall in Dinas 

Powys on Friday evening 7th June and coming back after lunch on Sunday 9th 

June. Our theme for the weekend is ‘Knowing God personally – how can I have 

a relationship with God’. There will be three sessions with talks, songs and 

stories based on this theme. We will also have lots of time to play games and 

sport, relax and chat, visit the local beach and enjoy five fantastic traditional 

British meals together! 

Who is it for? 

The weekend is for international students from all backgrounds. You don’t 

have to be a Christian to attend. In fact, the main sessions are mainly aimed at 

students who are not Christians but are interested to find out what Christian’s 

believe and how being a Christian makes a difference to our lives. If you are 

curious about Christianity this weekend is ideal for you. Having said that, we 

have had many students come in the past who are not at all interested in 

Christianity who have still enjoyed the weekend, the activities and getting to 

know the others on the trip. If you are a Christian, we think you will also really 



enjoy the weekend and you might be able to help us with some of the sessions 

too! 

Why Come? 

• Five amazing meals, including Sunday Roast and Cooked English 
Breakfast. 

• Three sessions to explore how we can have a relationship with God, 
including stories, songs and a short talk. 

• Outing to the beautiful Barry Beach. 
• Lots of sports and games and time to chat. 
• Baking class, table tennis tournament, entertainment night and more! 

Cost 

The cost of the weekend is £65 including accommodation, food and travel. This 

cost assumes that you will bring your own linen (sheet and pillow case) to the 

weekend. If you would like to pay for the use of the centre’s linen then the cost 

of the weekend will be £72. 

This cost should be paid in full when you sign up via the website. Once you 

have signed up you will be contacted with details of how to pay by Bank 

Transfer. Delaying payment may result in losing your place if we fill all the 

places while waiting.  

Special Offer: Sign up with a friend to get £5 off the cost of the trip each. Enter 

the name of your friend on the sign up form to take advantage of this offer. 

Please note, both you and the friend must sign up in order to take advantage 

of the offer. 

Refunds: Full refunds will only be given if the following conditions are met:  

1. We have more than 25 students and volunteers signed up to the trip 

(this is the minimum number we must pay for).  

AND  

2. You cancel your place before Friday 31st May.  

If you cancel before Friday 31st May and we do not have more than 25 students 

and volunteers signed up, we will not be able to offer a refund. However, if this 

situation changes – due to students joining the trip at the last minute – we will 

then offer you the refund. 



Full Programme (subject to change) 

Friday 7th June 

5:30pm – 8pm: Arrive and make beds 

8:00pm – 9:00pm: Dinner 

9:00pm – 10:00pm: Knowing God Personally 1 – including a few songs, a short talk on what prevents us from 

knowing God personally and some games to get to know each other better 

10:00pm – 11:00pm: Free time (Badminton/Volleyball, Table Tennis, Pool, Board Games, Space to chat) 

Saturday 8th June 

Optional 8:30am: Thought for the Day in Lounge – short Bible thought led by a volunteer 

9:00am – 10:30am: Breakfast 

10:30am – 11:30am: Knowing God Personally 2 – including the story of how someone came to believe in Jesus, 

songs and a short talk on how can we have a relationship with God. 

11:30am – 12:30pm: Sport 1: (Tennis Coaching Session, Swimming Pool) OR Baking class in dining hall. 

OR 11:30am-1:00pm Free Time in games room ( Table Tennis, Pool), lounge (board games). 

1:00pm – 2:30pm: Lunch 

2:30pm – 5:00pm: Outing – Barry Beach if the weather is good for the option of (a) A coastal walk (b) Games 

on the beach and time in the shops/arcades (c) Adventure Golf. We will also have bad weather and very bad 

weather alternatives! 

5:00pm - 5:30pm: Tea and Coffee  

5:30pm - 6:30pm: Seminars: (A) Can I be both a Scientist and a Christian? (B) Prayer  

6:30pm – 8:00pm: Dinner 

8:00pm – 9:00pm: Entertainment Evening: Talent Show & Games. 

9:00pm – 11:00pm: Free time (Hockey in Sports Hall 9-10pm/ Board Games in lounge/Pool and table tennis is 

games room/Table Tennis Tournament semi-final and final 10-11pm) 

Sunday 9th June 

8:30am – 9:30am: Breakfast 

10:00am – 11:00am: Knowing God Personally 3: Get to Know a volunteer, Songs and short talk on What 

difference does knowing God make to our lives as Christians? 

11:00am – 12:00noon: Sport 2: (Badminton/Volleyball) 

OR 11:00am-12:30pm Free Time in games room ( Table Tennis, Pool), lounge (board games) or space to chat in 

the dining area. 

12:30pm – 2pm: Lunch 

2:00pm Tidy up. 

2:30pm Leave 



How do I sign up? 

If you would like to come on the Weekend Away you will need to sign up via 
our website: https://www.bathci.org.uk/international-weekend-away 

You will be asked for your name, email address and mobile phone number. You 
will also be able to choose between bringing your own linen or using the 
centres linen at an additional cost of £7.  

If you are joining us on the weekend away from another UK city and you don’t 
need a lift to Hebron Hall from Bath on Friday evening, then we will take £5 off 
the cost of the weekend for you. There is an option on the sign-up form to let 
us know this information.  

Once you have signed up via the website you will receive an email within a few 
days with details of how to pay. 

Once you have paid you will receive a further email with conformation of 
payment and a link to another form where you can tell us your preferences for 
the weekend (e.g. do you have dietary requirements, who would you like to 
room with etc) 

We will be in touch nearer the date of departure with full details of your lift to 
the centre, if you have chosen to come with us by car from Widcombe Church 
in Bath on Friday evening. 

Any Questions 

The organisation of the weekend is headed up by Adam Kinnison who works 
for Widcombe Baptist Church in Association with Friends International.  

You can contact him on bathci@friendsinternational.uk if you have any 
questions. 

Information about the accommodation can be found here: Hebron Hall 

The Weekend is being organised by Café International, an activity that takes 

place as part of the events of Widcombe Baptist Church, Pulteney Road, Bath, 

BA2 4JR. Charitable company limited by guarantee. Registered in England, 

registration no. 5958521. Charity registration no. 1118796. 

  

https://www.bathci.org.uk/international-weekend-away
http://www.widcombebaptistchurch.org/
https://friendsinternational.uk/
mailto:bathci@friendsinternational.uk
https://www.hebronhall.org/


More Details of the Weekend 

Where are we going? 

 

The destination for the weekend is Hebron Hall in Dinas Powys, South Wales. 

This is a Christian Centre located in the beautiful Vale of Glamorgan. We have 

hired the Potter’s House, which has 35 beds, a spacious kitchen, dining area, 

conference room and lounge. We will also have access to the indoor swimming 

pool, sports hall and tennis courts for parts of the weekend and full access to a 

separate games room that features table tennis and two pool tables. 

 

When Do We Leave & Get Back? 

We will be leaving Bath on the evening of Friday 7th June. We will be travelling 
in several cars driven by Café International volunteers and these will leave at 
different times depending on the needs of students. The earliest cars will leave 



at 5:30pm and the latest at 6:30pm. You will have the chance to choose the 
most suitable time between 5:30pm and 6:30pm for you to leave and we will 
do our best to take you at that time. In the event that we are unable to take 
you at exactly the time you would like, we will assign you to a car that is going 
at the nearest best alternative. 

For the return journey, we will be leaving Hebron Hall at 2pm on Sunday 9th 
June. You will travel back in the same car that took you on the outward journey 
unless there are practical reasons why we need to change who travels with 
who. You may ask to travel in a different car for the homeward journey but we 
cannot guarantee this will be possible.  

What if I need to leave early? Hebron Hall is a ten minute walk from Dinas 
Powys train station. If possible one of the volunteers could drive you to the 
station to save this walk, depending on whether anyone is available at the time 
you need to leave.  

What if I am not travelling from Bath? This year we will be opening the 
Weekend Away up to students from other centres. If you are able to travel to 
Bath for 5:30pm on Friday 7th June then we will offer you a lift with our 
volunteers. If, however, it is easier for you to make your own way to Hebron 
Hall then we will charge you the reduced fee of £60. Please aim to arrive at 
Hebron Hall between 6-8pm on Friday 7th June. 

What is the Accommodation Like?    

Accommodation is in rooms containing single beds with ensuite toilet and 
showers. Rooms contain either 2 or 3 beds and you will be allocated a room 
with students (and possibly volunteers) of the same gender. You will have the 
option of choosing who to room with. We will do our best to arrange the 
rooms so that you are in with people you know where possible. Please note it 
might not always be possible. 

You will need to bring a sheet and a pillow case. Alternatively, you can pay an 
additional £7 to use Hebron Hall’s linen. On arrival, you will be shown to your 
room where you should make up your bed before the Friday dinner. 

Rooms do not have locks on the doors. We haven’t experienced any problems 
with security in past visits to Hebron Hall, but if you feel particularly 
uncomfortable with this, we can speak to the centre about providing you with 



a key to your room. In this case, you will need to make arrangements with your 
roommates to ensure everyone has access to the room when they need it.    

Will All Diets Be Catered For? 

During the weekend we will be enjoying five delicious meals together. If you 
have special dietary requirements you will be able to let us know about these 
on the preferences form that will be sent to you when we receive payment for 
the weekend. We will ensure there is always something for you to eat at each 
mealtime.  

Under What Circumstances Might the Weekend be 
Cancelled? 

Last year (2018) we had to postpone the weekend due to heavy snow which 
made driving conditions to the venue unsafe. With the weekend being held in 
June this year we don’t expect to have to do this again!  

As part of our booking we have to pay for a minimum of 25 people on the 
weekend. If we fail to reach this total we will still go ahead with the weekend 
and will not cancel.  

We don’t foresee any other reasons to cancel from our point of view. Should 
there be an issue with Hebron Hall that causes us to cancel, and therefore not 
be charged anything for the weekend, we would issue full refunds to all who 
signed up.  

How Much Does the Weekend Cost 

The cost of accommodation for the weekend is £49 per person. We estimate 
the cost of food to be £12 per person and transport to be £4.50 per person and 
so we are charging £65 for the weekend with Widcombe Baptist Church 
covering the costs of any difference between the actual cost and the amount 
we charge. The church is also covering the costs of the £5 off deal. Almost all 
the volunteers will be paying the same to attend the weekend (the exception 
being any ministry trainees attending who would be funded by the church as 
part of their ministry expenses). 

If you would like to use the centres linen (sheet and pillow case) you will need 
to pay an additional charge of £7.  



When you sign up you will receive an email from Adam Kinnison with details as 
to how to pay via bank transfer. If, for some reason, you can’t pay by bank 
transfer then an alternative method of payment can be arranged.  

Adam Kinnison is collecting the money for the weekend away and will pay 
Hebron Hall directly. Adam does not have access to the Widcombe Baptist 
Church bank account and needs to keep accurate records of who has paid for 
the weekend, so he is handling the money. If you don’t feel comfortable with 
this arrangement you could instead write a cheque to Widcombe Baptist 
Church and give it to Adam so that he has a record of your payment.  

If you decide you can no longer attend the weekend, having paid to go, full 

refunds will only be given if the following conditions are met:  

1. We have more than 25 students and volunteers signed up to the trip 

(this is the minimum number we must pay for).  

AND  

2. You cancel your place before Friday 31st May (when we need to give our 

final numbers to the conference centre) 

If you cancel before Friday 31st May and we do not have more than 25 students 

and volunteers signed up, we will not be able to offer a refund. However, if this 

situation changes – due to students joining the trip at the last minute – we will 

then offer you the refund. 

You can arrange insurance to cover the case that we cannot refund your 

payment. There are many companies issuing policies and we don’t endorse any 

of them. A web search for “UK holiday cancellation insurance” will bring a 

selection of companies. We are obliged by law to give you the details of some, 

so you can obtain a policy online from https://www.guestfirst.co.uk or 

https://www.cancellationplan.co.uk for example. 

What to do if you are not happy with the weekend? 

If you are not satisfied with the weekend and wish to make a formal complaint 
you must inform us in writing at the address below within 2 weeks of our 
return from Hebron Hall. The limit of liability of the organisers, except for 
death or personal injury, is the cost of the weekend to you.  

Widcombe Baptist Church, Pulteney Road, Bath, BA2 4JR 

https://www.guestfirst.co.uk/
https://www.cancellationplan.co.uk/


More Details of the Activities 

Mealtimes 

We will have five mealtimes together: Dinner on Friday. Breakfast, lunch and 
dinner on Saturday and breakfast and lunch on Sunday. The likely menu for the 
weekend will be: 

Friday Dinner: Spaghetti Bolognese 
Saturday Breakfast: Cooked English Breakfast 
Saturday Lunch: Jacket Potatoes with fillings & salad 
Saturday Dinner: Sweet and Sour Chicken  
Sunday Breakfast: Continental Breakfast 
Sunday Lunch: Sunday Roast 
 
All of the above meals will have a vegetarian option and 
other dietary requirements can be catered for. Most meals 
will also be followed by dessert. 
 
As Christians we believe that all good things come from 
God, including the food we eat, so we will say a short prayer 
of thanks to God before each of the meals.  
 
During the mealtime you will have the chance to chat to 
each other and the volunteers. We will be seated in tables 
of 6-8 people.  
 
Throughout the weekend we will be giving you the opportunity to write down 
any questions you have about Christianity. During the mealtimes we will pick 
one or two of these questions to offer as discussion questions on your tables.  

 



Knowing God Personally Sessions 
 
The main theme for the weekend is “Knowing 
God Personally – How can I have a relationship 
with God?” The sessions will take place on 
Friday evening, Saturday morning and Sunday 
morning. Each session will contain 2-3 songs 
and a short talk on the theme subject. The 
Saturday and Sunday sessions will also include a 
story of the difference that being a Christian 
makes to the life of a student or volunteer.  
 
The guest speaker for the weekend is Levon Chorbadjian. Levon is originally 
from Cyprus but came to the UK as an international student. He now works for 
Heath Church in Cardiff where his main responsibilities include running events 
and Bible studies for international students. Levon has a great sense of humour 
and is an excellent communicator.  
 
The questions that Levon will be addressing in the three talks are as follows: 
Friday Evening: What prevents us from having a relationship with God? 
Saturday Morning: How can I have a relationship with God? 
Sunday Morning: What difference does it make to have a relationship with 
God? 
 
After each session there will be a short time to reflect on the talk and ask 
questions to the volunteers while tea and coffee is served. 
 
On the Friday evening there will also be some icebreaker games, following the 
main session, to help us get to know each other a bit better.  
 

Saturday Early Evening Seminars  
 
On Saturday afternoon there will be the option of two seminars from 5:30pm-
6:30pm: 
 
Seminar 1: Can I be a Christian and a Scientist? 
 
Is it possible to be a Scientist and a Christian? This seminar will seek to answer 
that question and then look at the influence that Christians have had on 



scientific discoveries in the past. We will note that several influential scientists 
in both the past and present have been Christians. We will also think about 
how the teaching of Genesis 1 fits with the discoveries of modern science and 
look at some different Christian views on this matter. Finally, if there is time, 
we will look at Stephen Hawkins objection that ‘If a God did exist, he wouldn’t 
be interested in our tiny insignificant planet’ and see what answer the Bible 
has.  
 
The seminar will take the format of a talk with some interaction given by Adam 
Kinnison who has a PhD in Probability from the University of Bath.  
 
Seminar 2: Prayer 
 
Christians believe that we can speak directly to God. This is called prayer.  
What kind of things should we pray to God for and what should be our attitude 
when we pray? This seminar will seek to answer these questions and more. 
 
The seminar will take the format of a Bible study with volunteers leading small 
groups. The overall study will be led by Adam Finlayson who spent a year 
working with international students at Widcombe church in 2010.  
 

Saturday Afternoon Outing  
 
If the weather is good enough we will head off to Barry Beach for our outing 
after lunch on Saturday. This is a 15 minute drive from Hebron Hall.  
 
Barry Beach is a traditional British 
seaside location with typical facilities 
such as amusement arcades, coffee 
shops and an adventure golf course. 
There will be the option of exploring 
the local area, playing the adventure 
golf, playing ball games on the beach 
or going for short coastal walk to a 
secluded bay where we can rest or 
play games.  



 
 
The trip to the Beach is at no additional cost however you might like to 
contribute 50p towards the cost of parking. Of course, if you would like to take 
part in the adventure golf, buy a souvenir or a coffee from the coffee shop 
then you will need to pay an additional cost.  
 
Find out more about Barry Beach here: 
https://www.thebeachguide.co.uk/south-wales/glamorgan/whitmore-bay-
barry.htm 
 
In the case of bad weather, we intend to go instead to St Fagan’s Museum of 
National Welsh History. This is a 20 minute drive from Hebron Hall. The 
museum has been Wales’ most popular tourist attraction for years and is free 
to visit (although parking is £5 and so it would be helpful if everyone was 
willing to contribute £1 towards the parking). We wouldn’t be able to see 
everything in the time we have allocated, but we could get a good impression 
for the museum and the history of Wales.  
 
Find out more about the museum here: 
https://museum.wales/stfagans/about/ 
 

https://www.thebeachguide.co.uk/south-wales/glamorgan/whitmore-bay-barry.htm
https://www.thebeachguide.co.uk/south-wales/glamorgan/whitmore-bay-barry.htm
https://museum.wales/stfagans/about/


Alternatively, we would take a group to Cardiff City Centre for shopping if 
there was enough interest. Cardiff City Centre is a 16 minute drive from 
Hebron Hall.  
 
In the past, all students have chosen to go to Barry Beach, even though the 
weather has not been great (we have been in March and April in previous 
years – never before in June). We are therefore not planning to give the option 
of different outings this year. However, if you really wanted to do one of the 
above options instead of the beach, please let the organisers know after you 
have signed up. 
 

Sport Sessions 
 
The sport sessions have been one of the highlights of the previous weekends 
away we have run with most the group getting involved and having a go. The 
result has been a great deal of fun!  
 
There are four scheduled sport sessions throughout the weekend: 
 
Friday Evening: Badminton and Volleyball in the Sports Hall 
Saturday Morning: Tennis Coaching OR Indoor Swimming 
Saturday Evening: Hockey in the Sports Hall 
Sunday Morning: Choice of Badminton, Volleyball or Hockey in the Sports Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, the games room has 
two pool tables and a table tennis 
table that are available to play 
during any of the free time 
sessions throughout the weekend.    
 
 
 
 
 
 



Badminton & Volleyball 
 
In this session we will play a 
mixture of Badminton and 
Volleyball.  
 
Volleyball will be played 
with two teams. If we have 
too many players, then we 
will rotate to make sure that 
everyone gets the same 
amount of time on the 
court. 
 
For the Badminton we will also play team games so that everyone gets equal 
amount of time to play. This might involve a little bit of waiting to come on, 
but you can cheer on your teammates while you wait! 
 
No experience of playing either sport is required to join in.  
 
Tennis Coaching 
 
This will be organised by Adam Kinnison, who has a level one tennis coaching 
qualification. There are two courts so Adam will work with complete beginners 
on one court and set up games for more experienced players on the other 
court, if there is enough interest for both. Rackets and balls will be provided, 
but if you have a racket and would like to bring one you would be welcome to.  
 
Indoor Swimming 
 
We have a one-hour session booked at the indoor swimming pool on Saturday 
morning for those who would like to enjoy a relaxing swim. The pool is a 
heated 20 metre by 9 metre pool and a qualified lifeguard will be present at all 
times during the session. For more information please see the Hebron Hall 
website: https://www.hebronhall.org/leisure-facilities/swimming-pool.php 
 
Hockey 
 
The Saturday evening Hockey match has been one of the highlights of the 
weekend for the last couple of years. Almost everyone has given it a go and 

https://www.hebronhall.org/leisure-facilities/swimming-pool.php


everyone who gave it a try thoroughly enjoyed it! We will have two teams 
playing a match. If you turn up late, you can just join the team with the fewest 
players (or the team losing if the number of players is equal). Come along and 
have a try! 
 

 
 
Table Tennis Tournament 
 
If there is enough interest, we 
will also run a mixed doubles 
table tennis tournament 
throughout the weekend. 
Players will be paired randomly 
with someone from the 
opposite sex. Matches should 
be arranged during the free 
time periods throughout the 
weekend with the semi final 
and final of the tournament 
scheduled for Saturday evening after the Hockey. There will be a small prize for 
the winning pair. The tournament is meant to be fun and is open to anyone 
who wants to play, whether you have played table tennis before or not. One of 
last year’s winners had never played a match before the weekend! 
  



Additional Activities 
 
Baking Class (Saturday Morning) 
 
In addition to the swimming and 
tennis sessions, there will be the 
option of attending a baking class 
on Saturday morning where you 
will be able to learn how to bake 
various cakes and biscuits. The 
cakes and biscuits baked during the 
class will then be available for 
everyone to enjoy in the afternoon 
tea break! 
 
 

Entertainment Evening (Saturday 
Evening) 
 
Following dinner on Saturday evening 
we will have an entertainment evening 
where there will be the chance to 
perform something to the rest of the 
group. In the past people have chosen 
to sing songs, play an instrument, 
perform a trick and recite a poem. We 
even had someone attempt to recite 
Psalm 23 from the Bible from memory 
while spinning a cushion on his finger! 
 
 

Board Games in the Lounge 
 
Throughout the weekend the lounge will be 
available for you to go and relax in. There will 
also be a variety of board/card games 
available for you to play during the free time 
or into the early hours of the morning! 
 


