Jude
Keep yourself in God’s love as He keeps you
Read Jude

Look at verses 1-4

1. What do we learn about Jude from his introduction?
2. How does Jude describe his readers?

3. (a) What did Jude originally want to write in his letter?

(b) What instead is the main purpose of his letter?

(c) Why is this so important?

(d) Now you know the reason Jude is writing this letter, what added significance does this give to his introduction? 

Look at verses 4-16

Jude uses examples from the Old Testament, some of the other writings that Jewish people who know and nature to describe what the false teachers in the church are like. Let’s put together our own picture of the false teachers from Jude’s descriptions:
4. Looking at verse 4, what is the main problem with these false Christians?
After introducing the false Christians, Jude uses three examples of the way God has dealt with people and angels in the past to teach the church how God will deal with the false Christians.
5. (a) Have a look at the three examples in verses 5-7. What do you think connects them and the idea of a false Christian? (It might help you to know that Abraham rescued the possessions and people of the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 14 in order to save his Nephew Lot)
(b) What happens to the people/angels in each example?

(c) What does Jude imply will happen to the false Christians?

6. (a) What were the specific failures of the people/angels in the three examples?
(b) How do these relate to the failures of the false Christians?
7. What do verses 9 and 10 tell us about the arrogance and ignorance of the false Christians?
(Arrogance = Behaviour that shows that you think you are better or more important than other people.

Ignorance = Lack of knowledge or facts about a particular situation or subject)

In verse 11, Jude gives us another three examples to help us understand the harmful behaviour of the false Christians. These all come from the Old Testament. 

8. (a) Read Genesis 4:1-8. 
(i) Why do you think Cain killed Abel?

(ii) What does Jude mean when he says the false Christians have taken the way of Cain?
(b) Balak, the king of Moab hired Balaam to put a curse on God’s people. Read Numbers 22:16-17 and 2 Peter 2:15-16.
(i) What was Balaam’s error?

(ii) What does Jude imply the false Christians are doing?


(c) Read Numbers 16:1-10.
(i) What did Korah and his men want to achieve by rebelling against Moses?

(ii) In what way do you think the false Christians are like Korah?

(d) What three sins are behind the behaviour of the people in the three examples?
Jude now gives several pictures from nature to describe the false Christians. Let’s see what we can learn from them. 

9. What do we learn about the false teachers from each description below:
(a) Shepherds who only feed themselves?
(b) Clouds without rain?
(c) Autumn trees without fruit and uprooted? 
(d) Wild waves of the sea? 
(e) Wandering stars?

10. What does Enoch’s prophecy tell us about the final outcome for the false Christians?
11. (a) What five additional sins does Jude teach us about the false teachers in verse 16?
(b) What is at the heart of these sins?

Look at verses 17-24

Having warned the believers about the false Christians, Jude now instructs the believers how to live amongst false Christians. He says we must be aware of them (17-19), be different to them (20-21) and try to save them and others affected by their way of living (22-23).
12. What danger do the false Christians pose to the church if the church is unaware of them?
13. Contrast verse 19 with verses 20-21. How are the true Christians to be different from the false Christians?  
14. Jude identifies three groups of people who have been affected by the false Christians lifestyle. In each case identify who the group is and how we should respond to someone affected in this way:
(a) Those who doubt

(b) Those in the fire

(c) Those with stained clothes. 

Jude concludes with a wonderful description of God’s ability to keep us from danger and his awesome character. 
15. What do we learn from this conclusion about 

(a) What God will do for us?

(b) What God is like?

16. Jude is about our need to keep in a true relationship with God. What is our responsibility and what is God’s responsibility in this?

Background


Jude was the brother of James and we believe him to be one of Mary and Joseph’s children. He was therefore one of Jesus’ earthly brothers. During Jesus’ lifetime, Jesus’ brothers didn’t believe he was the Christ. However, after Jesus’ death and resurrection James and Jude became believers. They were also both wrote letters that appear in the New Testament. 


Jude doesn’t tell us specifically who he is writing to. All we know is that it appears to be a church that he knew personally. The letter was likely written between 60-70AD.       


Bible Words


Servant (v1): Someone who does work for someone else and is under their authority. 





Called (v1): God’s act of reaching out to us with the good news about Jesus and enabling us to believe it. 





Kept (v2): To have stayed in the same state, position or place without moving.


 


Mercy (v2): To behave in a kind way towards someone who has done something to hurt you. To not punish them for the thing they have done wrong. 





Peace (v2): When used in the Bible peace not only refers to an absence of conflict, but also to everything being completely right.


 


Abundance (v2): A very large amount of something.





Eager (v3): To be very excited and enthusiastic about something.





Salvation (v3): The act of being saved from God's anger toward our sin.





Urge (v3): To advise someone very strongly about what action they should take.





Contend (3): To claim that something is true. 





Faith (3): Trust or confidence in something or someone.

















Bible Words


Entrusted (v3): To give someone responsibility for an important job. 





Saints (v3): A word to describe a person who has been set apart for God. The word is used of all Christians since every Christian has been set apart from the rest of the world by God. When a person trusts in Jesus, their sin is forgiven and they become a new creation. They are now to live for God and not themselves. They are therefore saints, because their life has been set apart for God. Sometimes the word is used of Christians who are honoured by the church because of the influential life they have lived. An example is the apostle Paul who is often called Saint Paul. However, the Bible never uses the word in this way. 





Condemnation (v4): To declare that someone deserves to be punished for what they have done.





Secretly slipped in (v4): To have entered a community without being noticed.





Grace (v4): God's undeserved goodness to us.





Licence (v4): An official document that gives someone permission to do something. 





Immorality (v4): Behaviour that is morally wrong because it goes against what God has revealed in the Bible.





Sovereign (v4): The most important ruler.





Angels (v6): A messenger of God. Angels are created by God but they are spiritual creatures and therefore do not appear in the story of the creation of the earth.





Great Day (v6): The day of judgement when Jesus comes to the Earth a second time. 





Sodom & Gomorrah (v7): Two towns in the south of the promised land of Canaan. God judged Sodom and Gomorrah because of the wicked acts of the people who lived there. In particular with regards to sexual sins. 





Perversion (v7): Sexual behaviour that is morally wrong because it is not between a man and a woman. 








Dreamers (v8): Might imply that the false teachers claimed to have visions from God.





Pollute (v8): To make something unclean and unsafe because of harmful substances. 





Slander (v8): To speak badly about someone in a way that damages the way people think about them.





Celestial beings (v8): Spiritual creatures that live in heaven. 





Archangel Michael (v9): The chief of the angels who is mentioned also in Daniel and Revelation. 





Devil (v9): A spiritual being who was created by God. The devil became proud and disobedient to God. His name means adversary, which means God's opponent. He is against God in everything he does.





Instinct (v10): A natural way of behaving that doesn’t involve thinking about why you behave that way. 





Unreasoning (v10): Doing something without any reason.





Woe (v11): Used for warning someone that they will be in trouble if they do a particular thing.





Cain, Balaam and Korah (v11): Three Old Testament characters we will look at in the study.





Blemishes (v12): A mark or spot that spoils the appearance of something.





Love feast (v12): This is possibly a reference to the communion meal, when Christians remember the death of Jesus by eating bread and drinking wine. It is possible it might instead be referring to a meal that would take place after communion in which the people who had more money would provide food for those in the church who were poor and they would all eat together. 





Qualm (v12): Thinking that something you are doing might be wrong. 





Shepherd (v12): A person who looks after sheep as their job.





Enoch (v14): A man in the Old Testament who lived in close relationship with God and was taken to heaven instead of dying (Gen 5:24)








Harsh (v15): Unkind and often unfair.





Grumblers (v16): People who complain a lot.





Fault-finders (v16): People who actively look for negative things in other people to complain about.





Flatter (v16): To praise someone a lot. Often when you don’t really mean what you say and are only saying it to get something you want.





Apostle (v17): Literally the word means 'someone who is sent'. Often it refers to the eleven disciples and Paul.





Scoffer (v18): Someone who laughs at your beliefs and shows no respect towards them. 





Snatch (v23): To pull or take something away very quickly.





Corrupted (v23): Something that has been made bad because of dishonest, illegal or immoral living.





Glory (v24): A word to describe greatness that is indescribable (cannot be described)!





Reflection


Record anything that you have learned from today's study that you want to specifically remember and think about.

















Prayer Points


Write down specific things that you would like to pray about, based on what you have learned from this study.








