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Read Philemon
Let’s explore the letter to try to find out: 
(a)  Who is Onesimus

(b)  Why is Paul writing to Philemon

Who is Onesimus

1. Have a look at verse 16. What relationship do you think Philemon and Onesimus used to have?
2. Have a look at verses 15 and 18. What do you think happened to Onesimus?
3. Have a look at verse 10. While Onesimus was away from Philemon, what wonderful thing happened to him?

4. How does Paul feel about Onesimus (Have a look at the descriptions in v10,11,12 & 16)

Why is Paul writing to Philemon

5. What is Paul’s request of Philemon concerning Onesimus? (see verses 12 and 17)

6. (a) In the culture of the Roman Empire, what do you think would normally happen to a slave who has done something seriously wrong to their master?

(b) Why should Philemon behave differently?

7. (a) On what basis does Paul make this appeal to Philemon? 
(b) What basis could Paul have used to make the appeal instead (v8)?
(c) Why does Paul choose the basis expressed in verse 9 instead of the one in verse 8? 

8. What transformation in Onesimus has occurred that should make this request easier for Philemon to agree to? (v11)
9. What personal cost to Paul will this request have? (See v13 and vv18-19)
10. How should Philemon take Onesimus back? 
11. How confident is Paul that Philemon will take Onesimus back? (In your answer you might also like to consider verse 22)
12. Why do you think it is also important that this letter was read to the church in Philemon’s house?

Looking back over the passage…

13. How does the apostle Paul model the gospel message in his appeal to Philemon?
14. What does Paul’s appeal teach us about handling sensitive issues in a godly way?
15. How should we deal with people who have done wrong to us? Does it make a difference if they are Christians or non-Christians? 
16. Notice the importance of prayer in the relationship between Paul and Philemon and the mutual encouragement that their faith brought to each other. What can we learn from this?  
Background


�


Philemon lived in the ancient city of Colosse and it is likely that Paul wrote him this letter from prison in Rome in around AD 60-61, about the same time as the letter to the Colossians (v23-24 lists the same people that were with Paul at the time the Colossians letter was written). Paul didn’t know all of the Christians in Colosse personally (Col 2:1) and wasn’t responsible for starting the church in Colosse. However, there is reason to believe that Paul knew Philemon personally and that Paul was responsible for Philemon coming to Christ (v19). We will have a go at discovering the reason that Paul is writing the letter to Philemon for ourselves!   


Bible Words


Philemon (v1): The main person who this letter is written to.





Fellow-(v1): People who share something in common with each other





Apphia (v2): Probably Philemon’s wife.


 


Archipus (v2): Probably Philemon and Apphia’s son. 


Faith (v5): Trust or confidence in something or someone.





Saints (v5): A word to describe a person who has been set apart for God. The word is used of all Christians since every Christian has been set apart from the rest of the world by God. When a person trusts in Jesus, their sin is forgiven and they become a new creation. They are now to live for God and not themselves. 








Bible Words


Saints Continued: They are therefore saints, because their life has been set apart for God. Sometimes the word is used of Christians who are honoured by the church because of the influential life they have lived. An example is the apostle Paul who is often called Saint Paul. However, the Bible never uses the word in this way.





Joy (v7): Happiness that doesn't depend on a person’s circumstances.





Encouragement (v7): Words or actions that give someone confidence and hope. 





Refreshed (v7): To have new strength or energy to do something.





Bold (v8): To be confident and not afraid of people.





Ought (v8): The word is used to explain that something is the right thing to do or the right way to behave that someone should follow.





Appeal (v9): An urgent request for people to do something or behave in a certain way.





Basis (v9): Used for giving the reason why something is done.





Formerly (v11): In the past.





Gospel (v13): The word means 'Good news'. It's the news that Jesus has died to make it possible for us to have our sins forgiven and that he came back from the dead to give us eternal life.





Consent (v14): Permission to do something.





Spontaneous (v14): Happening in a natural way without being thought about or planned. 





Slave (v16): Someone who was owned by another person and was that person's property. A slave didn't have any rights or property of their own. They would do various jobs for their owner and would live in their owner's house. Since slaves had no rights, the owners of slaves could beat them or kill them without any consequences.





Dear (v16): Loved or liked very much.





Bible Words


Not to mention (v19): Used for adding a comment that makes the main point that you are trying to make even stronger.  


Epaphras (v23): The person who took the gospel to Colosse and probably started the church there. He was the one who brought news of the Colossian church to Paul and was a prisoner with Paul for a time.


 


Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke (v24): Paul’s fellow workers in spreading the gospel and helping the believers to grow in their faith.





Grace (v25): God's undeserved goodness to us.





Reflection


Record anything that you have learned from today's study that you want to specifically remember and think about.
























































Prayer Points


Write down specific things that you would like to pray about, based on what you have learned from this study.








