3 John
The Importance of Christian Hospitality
Introductory Question: What would you describe as your ‘greatest joy’?

At the time that 3 John was written, there were travelling preachers. These men (possibly with their family) would move around from town to town and seek to share the gospel and provide teaching from the Bible to the local house churches. Most travelling preachers could not afford to stay at the inn (like a hotel). Most inns were also places full of sinful behaviour and probably not suitable for travelling preachers to stay at. Local believers would therefore take the travelling preachers into their home and offer them hospitality. This is the main subject of the letter 3 John. 
Read 3 John

The letter is written by ‘the Elder’, who we understand to be the apostle John. He is writing to a very close friend called Gaius. It is likely that Gaius became a follower of Jesus through John’s ministry. 

1. (a) What does John begin by praying for Gaius?
(b) What does this tell us about the importance of praying for physical things as well as spiritual things?

2. (a) What evidence did John have that Gaius ‘soul is getting on well’?
(b) How did this make John feel?

(c) What is John’s greatest joy? 

(d) How does this compare to your greatest joy?

3. (a) What does John commend Gaius for?
(b) What does John ask Gaius to do?

4. What do we learn from verses 7 & 8 about the need for Christians to show hospitality to travelling preachers at this time in history?

Diotrephes behaves in a contrasting way to Gaius.

5. (a) What does John condemn Diotrephes for?
(b) What reason does John give for Diotrephes behaviour? How might this relate to the issue of showing hospitality to the travelling preachers?
6. (a) What warning does John give to Gaius about how our behaviour effects our relationship with God?

(b) Why do you think John feels a need to write to Gaius to urge him to imitate what is good and not what is evil, when he has already commended Gaius good behaviour?
7. (a) How is Demetrius an example to follow for Gaius?

(b) It is believed that Demetrius was also a travelling preacher who John was wanting to commend to Gaius. If this is the case, what would John expect Gaius to do for Demetrius? 
Looking back over the letter…
8. What does 3 John teach us about:
(a) The importance of Christian hospitality?

(b) The importance of supporting and helping those working for the gospel?

(c) The dangers of pride and wanting to be first?

9. Contrast 2 John 10-11 with 3 John 10. What is the key difference in these cases of turning down hospitality?
10. In what ways might we support people and organisations we know working for the gospel?
11. A visiting preacher asks for the opportunity to speak at your church or fellowship group. 

(a) In what situations would it be appropriate to say no to their request? What is the motivation behind saying no in this case?

(b) Can you think of any bad motives for saying no to their request?  
Background


According to Christian tradition, ‘the Elder’ is the apostle John. John also wrote the gospel of John, 2 John, and Revelation. We don’t know the date of the letter but it is likely between 80-90AD.    


Bible Words


Elder (v1): Used in general to refer to a church leader with the responsibility of helping the congregation to grow in their relationship with God and to bring discipline. Elders would often be older in age and needed to have particular characteristics (1 Tim 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9). In this letter, the Elder refers to the apostle John. 





Gaius (v1): A friend of the apostle John.





Soul (v2): The part of a human being that makes them who they are! The part of a human being that is responsible for our thoughts, emotions and personality. Two identical twins (people who look the same and where born at the same time into the same family) can be very different because they have different souls.


 


Joy (v3): The feeling of great happiness.





Faithfulness (v3): The quality of being completely committed to something or someone.


 


Worthy (v6): Deserving something.





The Name (v7): A reference to Jesus Christ. 





Pagans (v7): Someone who is not a Jew or a Christian.





Ought (v8): The word is used to explain that something is the right thing to do or the right way to behave that someone should follow.





Hospitality (8): Friendly and generous behaviour towards visitors or guests, intending to make them feel welcome.














Bible Words


Gossiping (v10): To talk about other people, usually when they are not present. 





Maliciously (v10): Doing something in a way that desires to hurt someone or be unkind to them.





Satisfied (v10): To have all that you want or need.





Imitate (v11): To copy something.





Testimony (v12): A formal statement about what you know to be true.





Ink (v13): A liquid used for writing, drawing or painting. It is often black. 





Peace (v14): When used in the Bible peace not only refers to an absence of conflict, but also to everything being completely right.





Reflection


Record anything that you have learned from today's study that you want to specifically remember and think about.








Prayer Points


Write down specific things that you would like to pray about, based on what you have learned from this study.








