2 John
Walk in Love and in the Truth
Read 2 John
Let’s try to identify the main themes of this letter:
1. Read through the letter again and highlight any words that are repeated. What are the words and how many times are they repeated?
2. Break down the letter into two main parts. Write a summary sentence for each part. 

Having thought about the main ideas of the letter, let’s now look at some of the detail.

3. John speaks of ‘the truth’ three times in the opening two verses of his letter. What do you think he means when he says ‘the truth’?
4. How does John’s greeting in verse 3 relate to:
(a) The gospel?

(b) The main themes of the letter?

Look at verses 4-6

5. (a) What three things does John say we should ‘walk in’ in these verses?
(b) How do these three things relate to one another?

6. (a) How would you define what love is?
(b) How does John define love?

(c) How does your definition of love compare to John’s?

7. How are love for God and love for other people connected?
Look at verses 7-11
8. (a) Who does John refer to as a deceiver or an antichrist?
(b) Why do you think he uses such strong language?

(c) Where do you think these people have come from? (Look at the middle part of verse 7)
9. It appears that the false teachers were trying to move people away from the teaching of Christ, possibly trying to promote a more advanced understanding of God. John calls this ‘running ahead’. 

(a) What are the consequences of running ahead?

(b) What does John promote instead of running ahead?

(c) What are the benefits of doing this? 

10. (a) How are we to relate to people who want to move us away from Jesus’ teaching?
(b) In the culture of the time, to welcome a teacher into your home shows your acceptance of their teaching. Why does John therefore say the false teachers should not be given hospitality? 
Look at verses 12-13

11. John has much more that he wants to share with the group of people he is writing to

(a) How does he want to share what he has to tell them?

(b) What are the benefits of communicating in this way?

(c) If he prefers to share in this way, why do you think he wrote the letter?
Looking back over the letter…
12. What does it look like in practise to love our brothers and sisters in our church and/or fellowship group? 
13. Someone who you don’t know very well approaches you about speaking or leading a Bible study at your fellowship group. What questions would you like to ask them before agreeing to them leading?

14. Is John saying in this letter that we shouldn’t have friends who are Muslim or Jehovah’s witnesses round for dinner? Where does he say we should draw the line?
2 John 

1 The elder,
To the lady chosen by God and to her children, whom I love in the truth—and not I only, but also all who know the truth— 2 because of the truth, which lives in us and will be with us forever:
3 Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love.
4 It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father commanded us. 5 And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love.
7 I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch out that you do not lose what we[a] have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully. 9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take them into your house or welcome them. 11 Anyone who welcomes them shares in their wicked work.
12 I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper and ink. Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be complete.
13 The children of your sister, who is chosen by God, send their greetings.
[a] The 1984 NIV has ‘you’ instead of ‘we’. The original Greek suggests it should be ‘we’ and this makes sense, after all it was the apostles who worked to share the gospel with the hearers. The hearers heard the gospel and accepted it by faith. They didn’t work for their salvation, but the apostles were in danger of losing what they had worked for if the hearers moved away from the gospel.  

Background


According to Christian tradition, ‘the Elder’ is the apostle John. John also wrote the gospel of John, 1 John, 3 John and Revelation. We don’t know the date of the letter but it is likely between 80-90AD.    


Bible Words


Elder (v1): Used in general to refer to a church leader with the responsibility of helping the congregation to grow in their relationship with God and to bring discipline. Elders would often be older in age and needed to have particular characteristics (1 Tim 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9). In this letter, the Elder refers to the apostle John. 





Chosen lady(v1): Either a reference to a specific congregation of believers or to a real lady who hosted a house church.





Children (v1): A reference to the individual believers in the church. 


 


Grace (v3): God's undeserved goodness to us.





Mercy (v3): To behave in a kind way towards someone who has done something to hurt you. To not punish them for the thing they have done wrong. 





Peace (v3): When used in the Bible peace not only refers to an absence of conflict, but also to everything being completely right.





Joy (v4): The feeling of great happiness. 





Commanded (v4): To instruct someone to do something with authority.





Deceiver (v7): Someone who purposefully gives incorrect or untrue information about something.





Acknowledge (7): To accept and admit that something is true.





Antichrist (v7): A person who purposefully tries to lead God’s people away from faith in Jesus Christ. 











Bible Words


Wicked (v11): Morally wrong and desiring to hurt people.





Ink (v12): A liquid used for writing, drawing or painting. It is often black. 





Chosen sister (v13): A reference to another church or another lady who hosts a church in her house. 





Reflection


Record anything that you have learned from today's study that you want to specifically remember and think about.








Prayer Points


Write down specific things that you would like to pray about, based on what you have learned from this study.








